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TESTIMONY 
AGAINST 
The 66 Fudges call4 Quakers, who writ an 


Epiſtle (as they call it) againſt John Story and John 
Wilkinſon, and thoſe that joyned with them, ſubſcrib'd by 
the ſaid 66 Judges, which is here inſerted ; with an An- 
ſwer thereunto ſubſcribed by 67 of the ſaid People; pub- 
liſhed to this end, that all may take notice how the Spirit 
of Antichriſt hath entred into the Quakers Teachers in this . 


our Age and Generation. 


E T all People take notice to whom this Writing ſhall.come, 
That there is a Generation of Antichriſtian Preachers called 
Duakers, in this Land of England, who make it their great 
bufineſs yearly to meet together at London; and when as 
they are met together, for to call into queſtion ſuch things as they 
have nothing to do withal, that is, ſuch things as are of a Spiritual 
Concernment 3 the which thing alone, belongeth to the Light or Mea- 
ſare of the Spirit in every ones own particular to judge of, and it doth 
not belong to the Light in others, for to judge others in matters of 
Conſcience, Religion, .and Worſhip, who owns the ſame Light or 
Meaſire of Divine Life to be the only Rule for them to walk by but 
the place of all ſuch Teachers is to judge themſelves and not their Bre- 
thren, as Chriſt ſaid, Fudge your ſelves and ye ſhall ngg be judged. But 
now. if*theſe men did but own themlelves to be rethren, or in 
a Child's State, or in a Servant's Place to God, riſt did, who 
took upon him the form of a Servant, and alſo he learned Obedience 
to his Father as a Son; or if theſe men did but conſider how Chriſt 


behaved *himſelf as a Servant among his Diſciples, although he ver 
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Lord of all, and alſo how he taught them, that thoſe among them 


that did deſire to be greateſt, ſhould be willing to become leaft, and fo 
a Servant to others. 
Then would they not have ated, as they have formerly done to- 


. wards their Brethren in the Veſt and North of England, and elſewhere, 


in ſetting themſelves up as Judges over their Brethren in matters of 
Conſcience, Religion, and Worlhip towards God 3 but they would 
rather have recommended. every one to abide in their own meaſures, 
and ſo to-have left all as had been convinced to God the Judge of all, 
who at the firſt did convince them, and not to have ſet up themſelves 
as Judges over their Brothers Conſciences, as the Sixty Six Judges 
have lately done in the year one thouſand fix hundred ſeventy ſeven, 
in their Paper ſent to the Puakers in the Weſt of England, the which 
Paper was written againſt Fohn Story and Fohn Wilkznſon, and thoſe 
which did joyn with. them 3 wherein they did judge them to be of a 
rending, ſeparating and dividing Spirit. But one main thing that 
the 66 Judges have negle&ed in that Paper ſent to the Quakers, that 
is, they. ſhould have drawn up firſt a Bill of IndiQmeut of the parti- 
cular Criminal Fa&s that theſe Quakers had been guilty of before 
that they had paſſed or given forth ſuch a ſenſorious general Judg- | 
ment againſt them, the which thing you Judges neglected. But fo far 
as I can underſtand, that the Criminal Fa&s, which theſe 2wuakers 
are charged to be guilty of, was, that theſe Bakers in the Weſt and 
North of. England, they did not receive and embrace the orders of 
George Fox, and alfo they refaſtd to be tryed by thoſe who did own 
the ſaid Orders, Decrees and Impoſitions of George Fox, and the xefi 
of thoſe Preachers who had formerly made it their buſineſs to meet 
together in Council, and to ſend forth Orders and Decrees among, the 
Duakers, as Rules for them to obſerve and walk after z which thing 
was. practiced above ten years ago by thoſe who were called the Ele- 
ven Elders :. for They alſo ſent forth a Paper of Orders among, the 
Dnakers , but by many of the Quakers the faid Paper was diſowned, 
although thoſe which ſent it. forth among the ©wakers, aid, that it 
was given forth in and from the Operation of the Spirit of God 3 but 
furely thoſe Quakers which did diſown the ſaid Paper, they did not 
believe what thoſe called the Eleven Elders had aſſerted: For had they 
believed that id Writing had been given forth-in and from the 
Operation of e Spirit, they dared not to have oppoſed it, nor 
yet to have difMyned it; but their diſowning of it doth give forth a 
certain Teſtimony, that thoſe Dwakers believed that it came from a 
wrong Spiritz for the Ejeven Elders they did not ſtand to ——_— 
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it, nor yetto give forth a Teſtimony againſt thoſe Onakers which di 
diſown the faid' Writing,which they ought to have ys it ryan 
given forth from a right Spirit. 

And now here followeth the Copy of the Writing ſent by the 
66 Judges, to the Quakers in the Weſt of England, and alſo their 
Names to it; and likewiſe the ®akers Anſwer to it: and ſo let the 
Light, or true Sptrit, or Gods Witneſs, judge in all thoſe who ſhall 
read the faid Writing, whether that which was given forth by the 


66 Judges, did not come forth from the ſpirit of Antichriſt, or from 


Satan in them transformed into an Angel of Light. Let the Light i 
all that ſhall read them judge, get of Lig Ligart 1N 


Feffery Bullock, - 


_ 


From a MEE TING held at Ellis Hook's Chamber 
in London, the 12th. of the 4th. Month, 77. 


Our dear Friends and Brethren, 
T HE Lord whois the Ancient of Days, the Unchangeable, 


and the Holy One of -1ſrael, that was and is to come, our 

Rock and Strength for ever, hath graciouſly brought us to- 

gether by his own Power, and is with us, and hath covered 
us with his Love and Spirit, and filled our Hearts with his undeclarable 
Kindneſsz the ſence of his Mercies hath exceedingly overcome -us, 
and cemented us together 3 and bleiſed, ſweet, and very precious to 
our Souls is the Heavenly Unity of Life amongſt us, wherein at this 
Meeting, the Lord our God hath crowned us with Glory, Dominion, 
and Peace; bleſſed for ever be his pure Name. | 

Oh how good it is for all to keep in the Living ſence of God and 
his Truth ! where plentious Redemption, and Preſervation is known, 
where the Murmurer and Repiner can never come 3 therefore all that 
are in the muttering, diſſatisfied, and jealous Nature, full of Doubts 
and Reaſonings and Objeftions, go from their pure-Eye, and out of 
Truth's Habitation in themſelves, and ſo come to ſuffer loſs. 

O Dear Brethren at this time (as on like occaſions hath been fre- 
quent with us) the care of the Peace,and the welfare of the Churches of 
Chriſt came upon us,and blefſed be the Lord,things erally well 
and flouriſhing,and Truth grows famous, though Sufferings abound in 
many places yetitis well with Friends, and the Lords power reigns, 


and great hath been the Concern of Friends about the Sufferings of 


our Brethren, and other things, and bleſſed Meetings have we had, 
A2 | wherein 
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wherein things have been clearly opened, ſweetly and.tenderly treated 
on in much love, and brotherly love concluded: For which, bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord, whofe Loving, Ancient, and Freſh Power and 
; preſence was with us. 

But truly with bowed 'Spirits, and grieved Hearts.have we perceived 
the obſtinate and obdurateneſs of ſome that have.gone into the Sclt- 
wi}, defpiling Heavenly Dignities, and caſting tender Love and In- 

treatics behindheir backs, ſetting up, and continuing in, and promo- 
ting falſe and 'pernicious Jealouſies, Mutterings, and” ſecret Smitings, 
whereby they are darkned in their Underttandings, and fo have, 
through the Power of the Enemy of the King of Righteouſneſes and 
Peace, ſet up a kind of Standard of Seperation from that blefſed Fel- 
lowſhip and Communion of the Churches of Chriſt ſweetly poſſeſſed 
together, to the Diſhonour of God, his Truth and People. More e«. 
ſpecially Fobn Wilkznſon 'and John Story, notwithſtanding the many 
Viſitations and Admonitions of Love, and Life, even in the deepeſt 
Travails ; and that from time to, time, and year to -year 3 \particularly 
the ſence and admonition of the laſt yearly Meeting, writ in great 
love that they might return, and be reconciled to their Brethren, be-. 
fore they offer their Gifts, which they have reje&ed : And foraſmuch 
as it appears to us, that. they will-net come to us, nor near us in the 
peaceable Truth, which we have frequently-and truly detired for their. 
good 3 but that they go on in their oppoſition and evil ſmiting againſt 
the Faithful Brethren, and PraQtice of the Church of Chriſt, recuſing 
to diſſolve their ſeparate Company in the North, or clear their Hands 
of them by a faithful Teſtimony againſt them, or ſo much as blot 
their Names out of their Paper of Separation. - 

And becauſe we are ſenfible.they have madean ill uſe of our Forbear- 
ance, even to the (trengthening themſelves in their Separation, and co- 
ver their evil Deſigns among ſome ſimple-hearted Friends, perſevering 
therein by- Word, Writing, and Practice, we are confirained after this 
continual waiting and exhortation(thus ſlighted by them tor the Glo- 
ry of the Name of the Lord, and ſake of the Peace of ' the Churches 
of Chriſt, that we may ſtand clear in the Power of God, 'of the Blood 
of all in the great and notable:day of Account)more publickly to reprove 
and judge them : And we do. hereby. reprove and judge that jealous, 
rending and farating Spirit, ,and: them and their ſeparate Company 
as being in the Spirit of Separation 3. and that by the Spirit and Pow- 
er of our God, we warn all to whom this comes, to beware of the 
ſaid Jobn Wilkinſon and John Story, whoſe way at preſent is not the 


way of Peace and Chriſtian Concord ; For if it were, they ' would 
not . 


_ 
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not offer their Gift till reconciled to their Brethren. And therefore 
Brethren ſtand -up in the Power and Wiſdom of God for the Teſti- 
mony. of Truth againſt that wrong, murmuring,” and dividing Spirit, 
and where- they come, warn them to go home in the name of the 
Lord, and be reconciled to their Brethren, and not go thus up and 
down to offer their Gitt, -which in this State is not a Peace, but a 
Divilion, offering contrary to the Precept of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
hrſt being reconciled, whatever their pretences be, an4 therein will 
you acquit your fclves in Gols light, and (hw 'true Love and Friend- 
ſhip unto th:m, and thoſe that may be hurt by them, which our 
Souls moſt earnelily delire ; ye, that it may be truly well with them 
both here and for ever: And from the Lord we (ay, had they loved 
the Proſperity of Zjon, and the Peace of Fruſalem, more than their 
own Selt-will, and Self-ſeparation 3 and had they ſought the Unity 
that is in the Truth and ſweet Communion of Brethren which ſtands 
in-that Love that thinks no evil, and-that Wiſdom that is gentle and 
very eaſie to be intreated with the Brethren, ſweet and precious had 
been our Fellowſhip to this gay. 

And it is our Godly Exhortation to you Friends and Brethren of 
Monthly and quarterly Mectings, that you watch in the Light and 
Power of God againlt this (eparating Spirit that ſmites at the bleſſed 
Fellowſhip of the Churches of Chritt, -and © where” it enters any, in 
Gods love to admoniſh, exhort, and warn ſuch to take heed of that ra- 
venous Spirit, and to keep the Unity of the Peace of the Family of the 
Lord, the Houſhold of Chriſt which we are 3 and if notwithſtandin 
your Chriſtian Dealing and Forbearance, ſuch perſons perſevere So 
goon in their ({cparate Spirit and Praftice, let Gods Truth be clear 
of them,and Truth (et over their Heads, according to that bleſſed Or- 
der of the Goſpel of- Chriſt ſetled amongſt you. And dear Brethren, 
be careful not to ſuffer your Meetings, which were gathered, not by the 
willof Man,but by the Power and Wiſdom of the Lord God,to be diftur- 
bed,over. ruled,and ſpoiled by heady,obſtinate, and contentious Perſons, 
that diſturb the Peace of the Church of Chriſt 3 neither fear Man, but 
eye the Lord, and wait in his Wiſdom and Power to be guided and 
ordered; and ſo go on to your work in the name of the Lord : For the 
Seed of Life, and not the Wiſdom which is trom below. muſt rule and 
have the Dominion for ever. bY 

But foraſmuch as the way of the working of the ſubtil Enemy hath 
been to ſugge!t, that it is the defign of ſome to make themlelves Lords 
over Gods Heritzge, and to ſet up an Arbitrary Power in the Churches 
of Chuiſt, and then to run out into ſeyere Exclamations qr 
if10Ns, 


litions, crying up Liberty of Conſcience, thereby caſting a miſt before 
the Eyes of the-limple, and a Stumbling-block in the way of the weak. 
Thus we feel our ſelves conſtrained *in the love of our Lord for the 
good of all to declare, and the Lord that gathered us, and preſerved 
' us to this day is our Record, that we deny and abhor any ſuch thing 
for we have one Lod, Judge and Law-giver, and that is Chriſt 
Jeſus, unto whoſe Light, Power, and Spirit, we have been turned, 
and in that have worſhipped him, and had Fellowſhip together to this 
day, and are your Servants for his ſakez and we are affured in the 
Lord, that thoſe that keep in the Light, Life, and Power of Chriſt, 
will have Fellowſhip with us, and truly our Fellowſhip is with the 
Father and the Son; and though it is far from us to bruiſe or hurt the 
poorelt or leaſt member in the Church of Chriſt, who may not have 
that clearneſs of ſight, and ſtrength of Faith, which the Lord hath 
broughtus to, but that they may be cheriſhed 3 yet by that Salt, that 
we have in our ſelves from the Lord,we arecnabled to ſavour between 
the Transformations of the Enemy, and the ſcruples of the Innocent, 
and as to be tender of the one, ſo to give, Judgment againſt the other; 
and our day hath lamentably ſhown us he effe& of that Spirit, that 
under a pretence of crying down Impoſitions, and pleading tor Liberty, 
and doing, noching but what it is free to, endeavouring to lay waſte 
the bleſſed Unity. of the Brethren, and ſo over-run the bleſſed Heri- 
tage of the.Lord, that lived together in an orderly Family under the 
law of life, and living order of the Goſpel, with a looſe and unſubje- 
. ted Converſation, which would bring, confuſion to the Church, and 
make usa Derifion to the Heathen. 

And to the end that theſe very perſons concerned in this ſeparation, 
may appear to be no lovers of Chriſtian liberty, and Goſpel Privileges, 
as they pretend, let their own Paper, which is a Declaration of the 
Reaſons of their ſo ſeparating, be read and weighed in the Univerſal 
love and life of Chriſt Jeſus, and therein we well ſuppoſe, will be 
found the true Nature of -Impoſition, in that none of their own 
County are allowed to be of their monthly and quarterly Meetings, 
but ſuch as are appointed and choſen by the particular Meetingsz next, 
that none of . other Counties, though publick labourers of the Goſ- 
pel, are to be admitted to be at their Meetings, unleſs it be to tell their 
Meſſage, and immediately to depart; and theſe, with ſuch like things, 
$7 ſubſcribed, as the reaſons of their ſeparation, and Foundation of a 
new Goverment amongſt themſelves, which is a-plain Independancy 
from the. Practice of the Church of Chriſt throughout the -World. 
. O Friends, watch in the Power of God againli this Spirit, that w_ 
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make them twain, that God hath made one, and ſeparate that which 
God hath joyned together 3 and you that have an Intereſt in them, and 
to whom their regard is. Oh. have a care that you give them no 
ſtrength in their manifeſt ſeparation, but ſtand upon your Watch-tow- 
er. Dear Friends, in Gods love, touch not with that Spirit, the Enemy 
of Zims Glory, and their Peace z give not your ſtrength to them, but 
deal faithfully with them, and ſeek them in Gods Way: and Wiſdom, 
that whatſoever becomes of them in the end, you may be clear of their 
Blood in the fight of the Lord 3 and that they may not ſay, but that 
they have had a day of love and viſitation : and truly that which hath 
encouraged us in this Epiſtle, is, that good ſucceſs God hath bleſſed 
our like Endeavours in his Power with: For many deceived by them, 
having ſeen their ſnare in tenderneſs of Spirit, have honeltly confeſs'd 
their Fault, and are come from them, and have teſtified both againſt 
the ſeparate company, and themſelves for being of it 3 and now live 
in Unity with their Brethren, and feel the. Joy and quiet Habitation, 
that in the Communion of Saints, and Fellowſhip of Jeſus is enjoyed, 
Praiſes to the Lord for ever ; and as we deſire, ſo we hope more will 
be brought to the ſame bleſſed ſence : ſo be zealous for the Lord dear 
Brethren, and- ſtand up in his ſpirit and power, for the Peace of his 
Church 3 in his Precious peaceabie life dwell, that keeps in ſoundneſs 
of mind, then will you ſhew mercy to that to which mercy is due, and 
Judgment to whom Judgment is due, without reſpe& of Perſons 3 
and herein our pure true love is cleared to them and all mankind ; and 
the God of Heavenly love, pure and precious, continue our Fellow- 
ſhip; and be with us all, and bleſs us to the Glory of his Eternal love, 
who over all Spirits, Angels, and Men, Thrones, Dignities, and 
Dominions, Reigns, and is worthy and bleſſed: for ever, We are 
univerſally, 

Your Dear and Faithful Brethren in the La- 

bour, Travail, Tribulation, Patience, 

Hope, and Rejoycing of the King- 
dom of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. - 


. Thomas Taylor. Fo. Burngeat. Ben. Antrobns, 
Tho. Briggs. Bra. 'Dayley. - Sam. Femtings. 
W. Fdmonſon. Ste, Smith. ' Rich, Pindle. 
Amb. Rigg. Tho. Holmes. Francis Bell. 
Jaſon Batt. Fa. Halladay. 7a. Fleicher, 
Fam. Harriſon. Tho. Robeiſon. - Tho. Sacre. 


W. Goſnel. Tho, Bracys 
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Fo. Ticer. Luke Howard. Nic. Gates. 


" Tho. Burr. ; Rich. Smead, Len. Fell. 

_ WW. Fallowfield. Fo. Wilford. Fo. Moone. 
Fo. Fohrſon. Fo." Elſon. Fo. Abraham, 
Hen. . Fackgon. | Sam. Cater. Fo. Higgons. 
Gy: Bernardiſton. 'o. Vaughton. Tho. Latemore. 
Tho. Atkins. 0. Watſon. 7o. Hill. 
Mor. Wathins. Fr. Fincher, Ant. Tomkins, 
W. Gibſon. Fo. Kilborne. Fo. Boy. 

Ric. Longworth. W. Whaley. Chr. Marſhall, 
Fo. Bowrm. Tho. Ellwood. Jo. Blackley. 

Chr. Bacon. Sam. Hulbooke. W. Penn, 
Ri... Vickris. . Chriſ. Taylor. Fran. Moore. 

Fa. Claypoole. Rich. Davis. Jo. Swinten, Jun, - 
. Ol. Sampſon. Fo. Whitehead. Eze. Wolley. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


A Nd there were ſeveral Brethren that had left this. City before this Meet- 

ing, wherein this Epiſtle was ſubſcribed, who at other Meetings had 
teſtified againſt this' ſepcrate Spirit in the Power of the Lord, and fo are 
one with us herein, and ſome there were, who have already cleared their 
Conſciences at their laſt years Meeting , and ſince at other Meetings, both 
by Epiſtles and other Manuſcripts, in a full and faithful Teſtimony againſt 
this Spirit of Separation- and oppoſition, and thoſe that remain in it, and 
Rtands witneſſes againſt it and themg for the Lord and bis Heavenly Truth. 


- 'Tet this be -read in . Monthly, Quarterly, and other mens 
Meetings, as in God's Wiſdom and Counſel' may be 
{cen meet, and a Service for the ſame. 


- We whoſe Names are. hereunto ſubſcribed, being a part-of the 

. Loxds People; a few lines from ſome of us call'd ©wakers in the Coun- 
ty of Wilts, and is in anſwer to a Paper bearing date from Ellis Hook's 
Chamber in London, the 12. day of the 4. Month, 4677. ſubſcribed 
by 66 Perſons, whoſe language. ſeem to us, as though .they did not 
write oply -on their own behalf, but as perſons aſſuming Authority 
over the People of the Lord call'd Quakers. | . 
And therefore are we now concerned in Conſcience to givelwhis Te- 
ſtimony, viz. that it becomes not. them,nor yet any pexſon upon Earth, 
to aſſume. a Power, and thereby'to appear as Lords and Maſtess. over | 


C \ any 


the Lord God is grieved in us, and theugh the Foundation of God 
Nands ſure unto us, who have not only believed, but alſo kept our 
integrity unto the Lord, even unto this preſent day, of which we 
have an abſolute certainty confirmed unto us, by the evidence of Gods 
Spirit witneſling with our ſpirits hereinz yet the extent of ſuch pro- 
ceedings may be of ſuch an ill tendency, as ſome thereby may be weak- 
ned, and others poſſibly turned out of the way : Moreover when we 
conſider what unchriſtian-like Carriages, and unbrother-like procced- 
_ ings hath been exerciſed againſt our ancient Friends and Elders inthe 

Truth, thoſe . faithful and innocent fervants of ' the Living | God - Fo. 
Wilkinſon and. Fo. Story, we cannot but even lament, becauſe. the te- 
ſtimony of God on their behalf lives with us, and- remains as an obli- 


gation upon our ſpirits thus to ſay, that though the principle of Truth _ 


in our Hearts, leads us not to place our, Faith in them, or any other 
man or men, whatſoever 3 becauſe ever lince the beginning of our Con- 


vincement of the truth to this day, we had a certain ſence that all are . 


liable to. err, if they watch notz yet we have, and ſtill do firmly be- 
lieve, that it hath pleaſed our Heavenly Father to commit unto them 
a diſpenſation of the Goſpel of Life and Salvation, with which they 
were by him two or three and twenty years ſince ſent amongft us,who 
in that, with many of their dear. Brethren now deceaſed, bore: the 
Burthen in the heat of the Day. and as we firmly believe, have con- 
tinued faithful Labourers in their Maſters work and ſervice to this ve- 
ry day, and through the Wiſdom of God committed unto them; we 
well remember a word of reproof and inſtruction from them hath 
been a word of comfort, it being given in great care and tenderneſs 
for rhe preſervation of that part of the Flock of God now accompani- 
ed with many exerciſes, who were gathered by them as Inſtruments in 
the hand of the Lord ; and now through the length of time, our ex- 
imental knowledge concerning them, and their righteous walking 

us from time to time, hath {d confirmed us, that we freely give 

wu our belief and judgment, that they have not hitherto changed 

Way. | "of bigs” 

Therefore, you who have concerned your ſclves to write againſt 
them, to give over ſuch work for time to come, and mind that which 
belongs to you, and let them alone to their Lord and Matter, the true 


and ring Qod, whoſe true Meſſengers they have been, and now are 3- 


Far be it known unto you all, that you ſhall never be able to deſtroy 


that 


arg ag Pry 
any one member of Chriſts Body; and in as much as: we have ſuch a 
fence that there'is fuch a Spirit this day at work, we cannot but ſay, 
that (through the ſerious conſidertion of theſe things) the- ſpirit of ; 


that Intereſt.God hath given theſe his Servants in the hearts of his 
(m9 ne they keepthe Nation where they now ſtand; for being wife 
in the wiſdom that is from above, they have- been Inſtruments in the 
Lords Hands to turn many to Righteouſneſs, who with them, if they 
* continue therein, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, and 
as the Stars for ever and ever. * 

"We confeſs your Paper is filled with many high expreſſions, viz. of 
Heaverly Unity, and crowned with Glory and Dominion, uſing the 
word: Dignity, &c. which puts us in mind tl:us to query of you {lince 
you, as we take it, ſo boaſt) whatis the honour and advancement that 
you are lately arrived at? Have you any thing but what you have recei- 
- ved? How can you expect we can believe ſuch things are truly found 

among[i you, as in words you doo hrgely make a profetſon of, 

vyhile we ſee and behold the fpirit of prejudice flow from you, even 
in the very ſarre Paper, againſt faithful Brethren who harms you not, 
neither have, or do we underſtand, that they ſeek Revenge, or ren- 
der evil for-evil, but-leaves their Cauſe unto the Lord recommending, 
the ſame unto the faithful and true witneſs of God in all Conſciences, 
knowing that all Gods people are toa@ and ſpeak as God thereby ſhalt * 
open their. Underſtandings. {SUTIN 
We cannat poſitively charge every-one of you, that you have. acted' 
on the credit of others,/but yet we are in'our very Conſciences fatisf- 
ed, that ſeveral:of you have ſo-done, and ſo tnderftand not what you 
| have. done but yet remember this from your Friends, that whoſoever. 
hath ſo-done-to the wrong of the Lords Servants, it will 'redound to. 
their own ſhame, .and,no imaginary power or authority whatſdever 
will be able to uphold 'the betrayed or betrayers from the juſt Judg- 

ment in. the day of the Loxd. We take notice you thus fay, wes I 

{tapding the many. Viſitations and' Admonitions, and - that from time 

to time, and:from year.to;year, O'c, we defire. that' every one of you. 

will now look. back-and- behold 'your work, and confider-whether 
great. part of; :you;. did.ever in all your lives, either vitir or'admorjiſts” 
the ſaid . Fo. Wilkinſon; and Fo.” Story upon that *account,,* Wealbo ' 

find:in. the-ſaid Paper theſe expreſſhons, Whereas, they meaning F. S. 

and, ;, W,: concerning their evil Deſigns amongſt the fimp e, perſeve- . 

ripg thercio, many being deceived by them, ſetting up, and*contirut-, 

ing in, and promoting falſe and pernicious Jealoutics, a ravenqus 

Spirit, and ſuch like/and- we do hereby reprove and judge (fay you) 

that rending / Spirit, and them and their ſeperate company *-here*You | 

have nat. only charged in general terms, but alfo paſt'Jydgmentupon” 
your,genexal Charge, notwithſtanding which, the'patricular pane 4 
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Fact as evidence of the charge licth yet behind, which wein regard to 
the Law of Love and Chriftian Charity,” do on the behalf of our (ut 
fering and innocent Brethren, expe that you make good, and in or- 
der to our fatisfation, whoſe Conſciences are concerned (on the be- 
half of che truth) do query of you, what is the evill deſigned by them? 
And where hath it been mide appear? And how do they perſevere 
therein * Who are the many deceived by them? and what have they 
deceived them of 2 "What hath been ſet up by them.and what do they 
*continue'in' and promote that's falſe? What ravenous aftions have 
been committed by them? As to your general Charge, we cannot but 
turn them upon your own heads as falſe, there to remain, until you 
prove them by particular matter of Fa&, | 

We know it is become-acultome with fome to revile innocent men, 

but yet-we allo know it is an ill way to exalt one Brother by the de- 
famation of another that is innocent : Our deſires are, that this fin 
may not be laid to any of your charges, bur rather, if you are conſci- 
ous to your. {clves of guilt herein, you may ſpeedily repent. You alſo 
thus ſay, we war all to whom this comes,to beware of the ſaid . S. 
and F. W. and not only ſo, but ſeems to preſcribe a form of words, 
viz, where' they come, warn them to go home, and by their {o do- 
ing,they will acquit themſelves in Gods tight ;(mark)an cafie way to be 
acquitted : We demand from whom have you power to give forth 
ſuch a large Commitſion, ſince we certainly know, that a man may 
ſpeak your preſcribed Form of words, like a Child that learns a Lefſon 
by roat, and yet be far from ſtanding acquitted in Gods fight. Alas 
Friends! we have a godly Jealoufic, that ſome imaginary whimſie hath 
led you to appear fo confident, as to warn. them to go home, . becauſe 
we believe the word of the Lord dwells richly in them; but perhaps 
you may think the ſtreſs of all lies in filepcing them, or ſending them 
home 3 if you ſo think, you dcceive your ſelves, for we teſtife,” that 
the ſame word of life which dwells inthem, (and "that cannot affent 
that the Servants of Iſraels God-fhould bow to any Image, of Image- 
maker) dwells in many Brethren, Praiſes'to the Lord for ever. 
' It appears by your words, you are afraid of being a derilion to the 
Heathen, do you not take the ready way, and walk dircQtly in the path 
that leads thither? And can you think otherwiſe? but if the Heathen 
knew but your inchriſtian-like carriages and proceedings againlt the 
Brethren, they would certainly have you in denhion. 

Now as tonching the ſeparate Mectirig in the North, unto whoſe 
Paper (which is a Declaration of the reaſons of their ſo pants ) 
you refer-us,  dfiring us both to read-it, an to weigh it, and theny lay 

þ | B 2 you, 
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you, we w:ll ſuppoſe then will e found the true nature of Impoſid- 


on : We tal you, we have b | 
-” only well ſuppoſe, but alſo certainly fhnd a great deal 'more in it than 
we find from you : For though ſome parages therein might have been 

. worded to anſwer the intent gf the ſubſcribers-better than the words 
laid down doth 3 yet Charity would. ſa conſtxue of the Reaſon, Equi- 
ty, Truth"ind Jultice offered by them therein, as not to put fuch con- 
ſtructions, thereon, , as neyer was their . meaning., But what if we in 
this County, or any Friends elſewhere, ſhould ſay to any of you at 
London or other Cities or Counties, as to. the publick concern in the 
management of our affairs, meddle.not with us unleſs, concerned 3 but 
if the word, of the Lord, is really with any of you, we are. ready to. 
hear it: If we ſhopld ſo ſay unto you,: we cannot think barely of this 
ſaying of yours, you may well ſuppoſe this to.be the true nature of 
Impoſition, neither do we underſtand theirs to be any otherwiſe, and 
no part of the nature of Impoſition in it, having no penalty annexed 
thereunto, : 

And now we might by way of.queſtion, ask when and from whom 
you received power, over them, ox any other, and over what part 
your power, doth extend ? Seeing we certainly know Conſci- 
ence ought. to be free, with which you are not to intermeddle, and as 

- for our outward Property, it belongs not to you, neither in. it are we 
by you Sradep, - 0 as.to . matter of _ Fa&t, you prove nothing 
againſt them., Thefe things conſidered, we cannot underſtand, why 
Or wherefohe you ſhould ET hams as we find. in your Paper : 
To us it ſeems xather to ſpring from the ſpirit of Lord{hip exerciſed 
amovgſt the Gentiles, then from that Spirit that delighteth to be Ser- 
vant to the Brethren fox Chriſts ſake 3 and whereas you ſay, becauſe 
we are {cnſible they. have. made an 11l uſe of our forbearance to the 
ſtrepgthening themſclves, and ſo faxth,we do hereby reprove ayd judge 
then and others, &c, If you; pretend not to a power over them, what 
need the word Forbearance ? And if. you pretend not to be their Judg- 
e*, why do you undertake._to paſs judgment ?-But foraſmuch as we 
certainly know you. have no power over them, neither ſpixitual nor 
rerporal 3 we-therefare tell you, you.are Intruders, and your Paper. of 
falſe judgment , on this,, account, we do. undervalue as,, too mean [and, 
too light, either to affricht or take place with us, that are cltabliſhed 
ih the Trath, and the weightieft expreſſion- therein contained, is no, 
more to us, than-the flying of Thunder over our Heads; for. in it 
we feel no weight at” all, and the Lord aſfliſiing of us, ;do reſalve; 
not to walk by the, light of your. ſparks, nor ſee with your Eyes, fd 
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neither favour 'with your Salt-in thel four picotedings, but to out 
Lord and Maſter wilt we eithier fland or fall. oo 

And we "further declate imto yorl, and give-it as our belief and 
judgment Is whatever you think, or however you may create a peace 
unto your ſelves in theſe things) that the more you' ſtir, and the more 
you ſtrive after this manner, the more will he the increafe of your 
weight and'burthen. gr Norge ; = 

Therefore” our Advice: and Counſel to you is, that you labour to 
be ſtill arid quiet, and purſue peace as much as in you lies, and lay 
not that upon others which properly belongs unto your ſelves; but 
that which is your portion be'content to take home to your ſelves : 
For you are the le you ſpeak of,. that occafions the mil? to be calt 
before the eyes of the ſimple, and a Stumbling block- in the way .of 
the weak, and you are the Troublers of Trae! this dayz and although 
we truly deſire peace, - and a ceſſation to theſe things, and could 
heartily glad if you would infiſt -on them no farther, yet fora(- 
much as it appears to us, that chis is the way or path; you, or 
at keaft ſome of you intend to walk, and delight to trade in : 
we do"-therefore adviſe: you to look"to/ your - (elves, and mark well 
your ſteps 'for although we have hitherto for the moſt part born ma- 
ny things not - pleaſant to us, and that many times for the ſake of 0- 
thers; yet having had continual provocations, and now you thus pub- 
lickly appearing through the Nation, as by-the dirtGtions of your Pa- 
per'doth appear we are in the Spirit and* Power of our God ſtirred 
up to appear; as becomes Chriſtians, in defence of the cauſe of Truth, 
"wherein we look only and alone unto the Lord, and: not unto man, 
with that eye that is open in us, that ſees and bzholds your out-go- 
ings in thoſe things that tend to ſtrife and debate contrary to the 
' truth which we have received, and the-Lord enabling, ſhall therein 
well obſerve you,” and as occaſion offers, our Faith is, that we (hall 
- always be ready (according as the Spirit of Truth. ſhall lead us) 'to 
detelt fitious proceedings, as you have been exerciſed! in, and there- 
fore for time to come to be more careful of what you undertake, and 
ſee that according to the Truth, Right, Reaſon, Equity and- Juſtice, 
- you are able both to ſtand by and/defend- it; otherwile it' will return. 
. back upon your own Heads with ſhame as-this hath done(and ito doubt 
-*twill yet farther: do. ''-' * [7 Yor , F.. a 

And we have yet farther to declare unto you concerning our ſelves, 
ſach is our preſent ſtate and condition, that notwithſtanding theſe 
things, we can this day to our comfort: boldly fay, -we are what. we 
ac by the grace of God, and in that Grace we are- daily waiting - 
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be made mare in his time, andinhis time-to be contgnt, defixing no- 
thing more than 3 ehcrale of m_ Gaz ad that therem we may 
-continue-to the. end, walking before. the .ord in all honeſt and godly 
Canverſation, according to the preſent manifeſtation of his good Spi- 

rit given/to us, and our Faith.and.Truſt in the Lord is, that- through 

his. fixength and power we ſhall be, preſerved thus to continue to the 

end of our days,' and not to take up, or enter into the pradtice of any 

thing,” though under never {o-fair ior high. pretence 3 but as by faith 

in this power, we come to feel the Lord leading us thereinto, and 

expecting it at our hands as a duty incumbent upon us, enjoyned by 
| (God alone,in which as we feel our Service,our. Faith is,that as we have - 

r bcen, ſo we ſhall be xeady toevery good work,and act a deed of Charity 
amongſt us,either torour-Friends, or any other whom Chriltian-Charity 
obligeth us to ſerve, wherein we may be (erviceable,and for the keeping all 
in good order amongſt thoſe who proteſs the Truth and here is neither 
Pax nor, yet Apollo, , but-ghat,, Chrtt: that was Crucitied, comes here 
ta be both Lord and King, [i and Law-giver 3 and another Go- 
-vernour than this inwardly rgecived by, us, and ought to be xeceived 
by all, in order to, the great Salyation, , our 'Faith is, that the, Lord 
will never lead' his peopte into: And if' you, or any of you would 
'. know what 'We are, (or are diſſatisfied concerning us) be it known 
unto you all, this is the Government which we only and alone ſtand 
Joys 89 Ran to, and/;although we do confeſs, that ſome praftices 
ed: amongſt us;as outward, Diſcipline in the Chyrch of Chriſtfor the 
keeping; things in good: order, may be of Service being uſed in their 
places, as Gods: pcople in Wiſdom ſee meet, and occaſion thereof, 
and not otherwiſe; 'yet if any Member or Members of the Church 
of Chriſt, have, or (hall give any Paper of Inſtruftions or Advice rela- 
ting to outward forms; of Diſcipline in the Church to the reſt of their 
Felow-members, we teſtifie that the ſame ought to be xecommended x 
to the Conſcience, that ſo when God*s witnels therein doth anſwer, 
were) might be the only bond to put ſuch advice and inſtructions in 
ICE, | 

- But if inſtead of this, any one or more, who have been Members of 
the: Church of Chriſt have, or ſhall aſſume ſuch a power to them- 
ſelves, as to judge other members of the faid Church to be departed 
from the truth, becauſe they practice not ſuch Council -or Inftrutti- | 
ons, though they ſee it not from the evidence of God's Spirit in them- 
{c]ves to be their Duty , this we ſay is. not according, to the Truth, 
as practiſed, received and owned amongſt us, even from the beginning 
; to 
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to:this day 3. and therefore whoſoever-have,or ſhall be guilty of paſling- 
judgment, and' giving forth ara under..the notion of Ce 
—_—_ inſt Perſons conſcientiouſly refuſing to put ſuch Advice 
and inruSions. in praQice, or otherwiſe endeavour to wound ſuch 
in their reputations, as men as well as Chriſtians z this we teſtihie is 
not, neither can be any otherwiſe than the Fruit of a perſecuting, im- 
poling,, ſelt-ſeeking Spirit wherever it: hath or ſhall, appear; . and 
theretore even from the Head to the. Tail, we do abhoxr, , and utrerly: 
deny it, as that from which, the Lord hath ſet us free : And now for. 
aſmmuch as the Lord according to. meaſure, hath made us a free People, 
through the attaining of which in days paſt, we, have neither- feared 
the Threats nor Flattenies of Man,. but, have ſome time ſtood in the 
gap with a Teſtimony foy the Liberty, we,have xegeived. in Chrill, Jeſus; 
We therefore tell you, wherever, you. find any thing that hath a can-- 
trary tendency,” and would uſurp a power over Conſcience, which is- 
Chriſt's Pterogative, and who. alone, hath a peculiar authority, over 
Conſzience 3 our Souls do in the. higheſt degree abominate it, and,dg. 
ſurge againſt it';, that at this. time. we SUS ankS for the clearing; 
of oor Cera, and in the. bchalf of our, Brethreg,, but .ſignihe thus u+,, 
to you, and deal thus plainly with you: , For.rhis was the, teſtimony, 
that remained as an obligation upon our . Spirits to give in amongſt 
you in anſwer to part of your Paper, and that falſe judgment therem: 
contained, not having in_ oux Eye-to boaſt above our line of another 
mans enjoynment,but according, to the underſtanding; given us of God;; 
have we cleared” our ſelves, thll having a. great regard to love ques 
Neighbours; and tb dg upto others as we would be done by ;.and thaty 
Truth and Righteouſricls may -be promoted and exalted by us. both in, 
our Tovvns, (Wires and Families, vvhich vve are aſſured-God-res 
quires at our handy and unto-him, even the Jud 36 of Judges, .both, 
you and Vve'.mylt give account, .ip vvhich:day of Account no falſe; 
preterice” nor fajr.lhevv* vyill.. ſerye turn, netther yuall bujldia ther, 
Tombs of the Prophets, and garniſhing the Spain o | the Righ te-y7 
ous,and makjtig. great noiſe through the Nation in4 ſelf exalted Spiric ; 
about Governigent; under the notiog of 'Church-government, Orgders;\,, 
and ſuch like, (the, Rockeon rei many, f the profeſſors of Chriſki- 
anity have ſplit) fand' In any. ſic d par every mayt and every vvomam: 
Rl wt c od, and A $ Righteou Sn ha . be REN, Lya = 
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We do deſire no worle fog ygu, ner pooping you, but. that you 
might be brought out of aan riſtian-like practices, and every. thing 
that is the Fruit of- Turbulent Minds and. Spirits into the _ 
able. 
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able Truth, there” fo fit d6wn with' us, wherein 'we know true reſt, 
and in which we remain your Frichds, fe eat] CONS 
Nathaniel Coleman Francis Brown. | obn Matravers. 
Arthur Eſmead. _. Richard Wreare. obn * Jennings. 


| Foraſinuch as it is jn our, Hearts. to give. in our teſtimony againſt 
the Papcr'given' forth aganſt 7. $, and 7. WW, we do by theſe. few 
liries priſe unto thoſe, who gave forth the ſaid Paper, and others 
who own the fame; that we diſown' the ſame, and a Teſtimony lives 
in our Hearts for our Brethren  F. W. and F. S. yet as they have la- 
boured' amongft us in-the Goſpel of Chriſt in Faithfulneſs to our 're- 
fraſhinerit';'{o do we believe they ' have not changed their way, but 
dv continue faithful 'in their Labour and Travel of the Goſpel, to the 
- refreſhing the hearts of mary who retain their firſt Love to the truth ; 
we alſo defire that above' written Paper given forth by ſome of our 
Friends, on whoſe Spirits it was to write more largely than we have , 
done, *may'in the Spirit of, Truth; which js void of prejudice, be read 3, 
and we'doubt 'not, but that it will then have an Anſwer in the Hearts 
of ſuch; evec's it Hadt'i'ows. © 


Rob. Mmxſhaman. W. 'Arch.. ; Fa. Neate. Fobn F ry, Jun. 
Tho. Hulbert. . Joſ. Jones. W. Dier, Juti Tho. Frowde. 
obn Gibbons; Fo Neate, © Roh, Arch. Rich. Fox. 


« Pyar. Ae Rob. Starr. = W. Hulbert,  Tames Cart. 
7: Hand,” ©” Edwv. Starr. © R. Palmer, Jun. fohn Foot, 
| .—— Cartice. Ja Woolley. © TH Ferriy, _m | 
« Dyer, Sen. obn Sealey. _ ich. Puckeridge. of. Serjeant. 
. Tho. Crab, Sen. Hey. Rogers... TJobn Swaine. 6 Fran. Roy! 
Fe. Jones, . Pr Rogers, Tho, Coleman, Ed. Star, Jun, 
Oe #; tary I. Barnes. 
Mart. Derringtott-. W. Chandler, ' Jobi Stoakgs, Ta, Matravers. 
R. Palmer Seri. 'f. Gawen, Sen. - Faſp. Wheeler. Gawen. 
Sen. Ben, Power. » Biſhop. 


f. bir.  W. as, Jr. Tho. Crab. Jun. Joſ. Gawen. 
H. Rinnols, Tho, Sleade. ' Exe. Wallis. fobn Gawen, Jun. 
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